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all in type until the autumn of the following year.
More than twelve months elapsed before the second
volume could be set up ; Volume III was ready in
November 1853, and the first three volumes were
published with the date 1854; Volume IV did not
follow until May 1855. When, in 1877, Keller
resolved to remodel this work of his youth, he had to
buy up the first edition, the demand for which had
been, owing to its dilatory appearance, negligible;
he used the copies—most of them, it is true, were
incomplete or damaged—to light the fires of his house
on the Biirgli in Zurich, and pronounced a solemn
curse on anyone who should republish it in its original
form. In recent years, however, the house of Cotta
has braved the consequences, and thus made accessible
a book which had become one of the prizes of the
German book-collector.1
Opinion is divided between the two forms of the
work. The later edition has the advantage of being
shorter : of having the many excrescences lopped off,
the proportions improved; but I am not sure that
it is not still more satisfying to read Der grune Heinrich
—if one does not shrink from its enormous and
unnecessary length—in its old unwieldy form. The
first edition ends tragically; Heinrich has failed in
life ; his mother is dead; he has nothing to live for,
and he finds rest beneath the green sod. cc Es war
ein schoner freundlicher Sommerabend, als man ihn
mit Verwunderung und Teilnahme begrub, und es
ist auf seinem Grabe ein recht frisches und grunes
Gras gewachsen." Keller's friends and critics dis-
approved of the ending ; but it was probably not so
much in deference to them as to his own wish to bring
the book more into line with his own experience that
the new Green Heinrich lives, and the book closes
on a note of renunciation. The change involved the
1 G. Keller, Der grune Hemrich; Studienausgabe der ersten Fassung.
Herausg. und cingeleitet von E, Ermatinger, Stuttgart, 1914. This will
be included in the critical edition of Keller's works, which is announced
by Cotta-

